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Abstract 

Religious inclusiveness is a fundamental component of a multicultural society, 

particularly in a diverse country like Nigeria. Given the country's plurality in 

religious affiliations primarily Christianity, Islam, and Traditional African 

Religions education serves as a critical platform for fostering interfaith harmony. 

This study examines the role of religious inclusiveness in collaborative teaching 

strategies in the Nigerian education system. It explores how integrating religious 

inclusiveness in teaching methodologies can create equitable learning 

environments, enhance student interactions, and mitigate religious conflicts. Using 

a qualitative research approach, this study analyzes existing policies, pedagogical 

frameworks, and real-life case studies from Nigerian educational institutions. The 

findings highlight challenges such as biased curriculum content, inadequate 

teacher training, and religious intolerance, while proposing solutions such as 

curriculum reform, interfaith dialogue, and policy enhancements. This paper 

underscores the need for a holistic approach to religious inclusiveness in education 

to foster national unity, peace, and sustainable development. 
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Introduction 

Education plays a pivotal role in shaping societal values and fostering social 

cohesion. In Nigeria, a nation marked by religious diversity, achieving 

inclusiveness in education is crucial for promoting national unity and stability. The 

Nigerian society consists predominantly of Christians, Muslims, and adherents of 

Traditional African Religions. Over the years, religious conflicts and intolerance 

have hindered educational progress, emphasizing the need for inclusive teaching 

strategies that accommodate diverse religious perspectives (Adegbite, 2019). 

Religious inclusiveness in education refers to an approach that ensures equal 

representation, accommodation, and respect for all religious groups in the learning 
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environment. Collaborative teaching strategies provide a framework for 

inclusiveness by fostering cooperation among students and educators of different 

religious backgrounds. Despite government policies promoting religious tolerance, 

challenges such as discrimination, biased curriculum content, and inadequate 

teacher training persist in Nigerian schools (Obielodan, 2021).  

Furthermore, religious inclusiveness in education is not only about tolerance but 

also about creating an environment where students from different religious 

backgrounds feel valued and respected. Education should equip learners with the 

necessary skills to interact harmoniously in a pluralistic society. Schools serve as 

microcosms of the larger society, making them ideal platforms to teach young 

people the values of mutual respect, dialogue, and peaceful coexistence. Through 

structured pedagogical approaches, educators can create safe spaces for students to 

express their religious identities while learning about others' beliefs. This approach 

not only reduces religious stereotyping but also fosters national development by 

nurturing a generation of individuals who are open-minded, empathetic, and 

socially responsible. This paper investigates the significance of religious 

inclusiveness in collaborative teaching, the challenges impeding its full 

implementation, and the strategies required to foster a more inclusive educational 

system. 

Literature Review 

The Concept of Religious Inclusiveness in Education 

Religious inclusiveness in education refers to an academic and institutional 

approach that ensures respect, representation, and accommodation of different 

religious beliefs in learning environments (Nwosu & Ibrahim, 2020). This concept 

is rooted in multicultural education, which promotes diversity and prevents 

discrimination. Religious inclusiveness involves policies that integrate diverse 

religious perspectives into curriculum development, classroom interactions, and 

institutional governance (Salami & Yusuf, 2018). In a multicultural society like 

Nigeria, religious inclusiveness in education plays a crucial role in promoting social 

stability and harmony. It ensures that students from various religious backgrounds 

feel accepted and are given equal opportunities in their learning environments. 

When schools adopt inclusive educational frameworks, they create an atmosphere 

where no student feels marginalized due to their faith. Research indicates that 

students who experience inclusive education demonstrate higher levels of social 

empathy and cultural competence (Eze, 2021). 

Religious inclusiveness also extends beyond policy implementation to the practical 

application in teaching and learning. A religiously inclusive classroom encourages 

open dialogue where students discuss and understand diverse religious 

perspectives. This interaction not only broadens their worldviews but also reduces 

religious prejudices and misconceptions. Educators must be trained to facilitate 

such discussions in a way that is respectful, unbiased, and constructive (Oladimeji, 
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2022). Moreover, religious inclusiveness fosters academic growth by promoting 

critical thinking and analytical skills. When students are exposed to multiple 

religious perspectives, they learn to evaluate ideas from different angles, 

strengthening their intellectual flexibility. Studies have shown that education 

systems that incorporate religious diversity within their curricula tend to produce 

graduates who are better equipped to function in globalized and multi-religious 

societies (Akinwumi & Bello, 2020). Thus, religious inclusiveness is not just a 

moral imperative but a necessary component of holistic education in Nigeria 

Collaborative Teaching Strategies and Their Role in Religious Inclusiveness 

Collaborative teaching refers to an instructional strategy where multiple educators 

work together to plan, instruct, and assess student learning. Common forms of 

collaborative teaching include: 

1. Co-Teaching: Two or more educators share responsibility for instructing a 

diverse group of students (Ahmed, 2021). 

2. Interdisciplinary Teaching: Educators from different disciplines 

collaborate to provide holistic instruction incorporating multiple 

perspectives, including religious viewpoints (Ogundele, 2023). 

3. Peer Tutoring: Students from different religious backgrounds work 

together to reinforce learning (Usman & Onyekwere, 2017). 

4. Culturally Responsive Pedagogy: Teaching strategies that acknowledge 

and integrate students' cultural and religious identities into learning 

processes (Obi, 2020). 

These collaborative approaches encourage religious inclusiveness by fostering 

dialogue, respect, and shared learning experiences among students of different 

faiths. 

Challenges of Religious Inclusiveness in Nigerian Education 

Despite government efforts to promote inclusivity, several challenges persist in 

Nigerian schools: 

• Religious Bias in Curriculum Content: Many educational materials focus 

predominantly on one religious perspective while neglecting others, leading 

to marginalization (Eze, 2021). 

• Inadequate Teacher Training: Many educators are not adequately trained 

to handle religious diversity in classrooms (Oladimeji, 2022). 

• Religious Tensions and Conflicts: Religious intolerance among students 

and faculty often leads to divisions and conflicts (Akinwumi & Bello, 

2020). 

• Inconsistent Policy Implementation: Government policies on religious 

inclusiveness often lack proper enforcement (Uche, 2019). 

Methodology 

This study employs a qualitative research approach, utilizing content analysis of 

educational policies, scholarly literature, and case studies from selected Nigerian 
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institutions. Interviews with teachers and students in multi-religious schools 

provide insights into their experiences with collaborative teaching and religious 

inclusiveness. 

Discussion 

The Importance of Religious Inclusiveness in Collaborative Teaching 

Religious inclusiveness in collaborative teaching enhances education by promoting 

social cohesion, fostering critical thinking, and increasing student engagement. By 

incorporating diverse religious perspectives in the classroom, educators help 

students appreciate different worldviews, which in turn reduces biases and 

stereotypes. When students from different religious backgrounds work together in 

learning environments that encourage respect and dialogue, they develop mutual 

understanding and tolerance, thereby reducing the likelihood of religious conflicts 

(Adeyemi, 2021). This is particularly important in a country like Nigeria, where 

religious tensions have historically resulted in conflicts and even violence. 

Another significant benefit of religious inclusiveness in education is its ability to 

nurture empathy and global citizenship. In an interconnected world, students must 

learn to navigate diverse cultural and religious landscapes. Collaborative teaching 

strategies that integrate religious inclusiveness prepare students to function in 

diverse workplaces and international settings, fostering cooperation and mutual 

respect beyond school walls. Studies show that societies that embrace religious 

inclusiveness in education experience lower levels of religious discrimination and 

higher levels of civic engagement (Usman & Onyekwere, 2017). 

Moreover, religious inclusiveness contributes to student well-being by creating a 

learning environment where all students feel respected and valued. Exclusion or 

marginalization based on religious beliefs can lead to academic disengagement and 

psychological distress. Schools that actively implement religious inclusiveness 

through collaborative teaching provide a sense of belonging to all students, thereby 

improving their academic performance and overall well-being (Ogundele, 2023). 

Inclusive teaching practices, such as interfaith dialogue and culturally responsive 

pedagogy, not only enhance educational outcomes but also build a foundation for a 

more harmonious society 

Religious inclusiveness enhances education in the following ways: 

1. Promotes Social Cohesion: Students from different religious backgrounds 

learn to coexist peacefully (Adeyemi, 2021). 

2. Encourages Critical Thinking: Exposure to diverse religious perspectives 

broadens students’ analytical skills (Usman & Onyekwere, 2017). 

3. Enhances Student Participation: Inclusive teaching strategies create a 

welcoming learning environment, encouraging students to actively engage 

in discussions (Ogundele, 2023). 

Strategies for Enhancing Religious Inclusiveness in Nigerian Schools 

1. Curriculum Reform 
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Curriculum reform is essential for ensuring that religious inclusiveness is 

embedded in Nigeria’s educational framework. The current curriculum in many 

Nigerian schools often prioritizes the perspectives of dominant religious groups, 

leading to the marginalization of minority faiths. A reformed curriculum should 

incorporate teachings about various religious traditions, highlighting their 

similarities and shared moral values. This approach fosters understanding among 

students and helps dispel religious misconceptions and biases (Obi, 2020). By 

integrating multiple religious perspectives, educational institutions can provide a 

balanced and inclusive learning experience that respects the diverse beliefs present 

in Nigerian society. 

Beyond content revision, curriculum reform should also focus on pedagogical 

approaches that encourage critical engagement with religious topics. Instead of 

merely presenting religious doctrines, students should be encouraged to analyze 

and discuss different religious philosophies. This fosters analytical thinking and 

enables students to develop a well-rounded understanding of faith and spirituality 

in a multicultural context. Such an approach will not only deepen students’ 

knowledge of religious diversity but also equip them with the skills necessary to 

navigate interfaith interactions in society. 

2. Teacher Training Programs 

Teachers play a crucial role in shaping students’ attitudes toward religious 

diversity. However, many Nigerian educators lack the necessary training to handle 

religious inclusiveness in classrooms effectively. Teacher training programs should 

include modules on interfaith dialogue, conflict resolution, and culturally 

responsive teaching strategies. By equipping teachers with the skills to foster 

inclusive learning environments, schools can ensure that religious diversity is 

managed constructively rather than becoming a source of division (Nwachukwu & 

Aliyu, 2018). 

Furthermore, professional development initiatives should focus on enhancing 

teachers’ ability to identify and address religious biases in teaching materials. 

Educators should be trained to recognize and challenge stereotypes while 

promoting discussions that emphasize shared values among different faiths. 

Interactive workshops, seminars, and in-service training programs can help 

teachers develop the confidence and competence required to facilitate religiously 

inclusive classrooms. 

3. Interfaith Dialogue Initiatives 

Organizing interfaith dialogue initiatives within schools is a proactive strategy for 

promoting religious inclusiveness. These initiatives can take the form of student-

led discussions, guest lectures from religious leaders, and inter-school cultural 

exchange programs. Such activities provide students with the opportunity to 

interact with peers from different religious backgrounds, fostering mutual 

understanding and respect (Ahmed, 2021). When students are exposed to different 

http://custechijoe.org.ng/


 PROCEEDINGS OF CUSTECH 1ST INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION CONFERENCE 2025 

http://custechijoe.org.ng           ISBN: 978-978-693-988-9 
           OMALE ILEADA JOSHUA, OBAJEMU KEHINDE GOODNEWS, OLUWATOSIN 

GLORIA ABOLAJI AND ASUKU MUHAMMED SHERIF 

 

   

 
                          170          Theme: Innovative Approaches and Interdisciplinary Strategies for 

 Advancing  Education and Technology in the 21st Century 

      

 

religious perspectives in a structured and respectful environment, they are less 

likely to develop prejudiced attitudes. 

Additionally, interfaith dialogue initiatives should extend beyond the classroom by 

involving parents, religious leaders, and community members. Schools can 

organize forums where stakeholders discuss ways to promote religious harmony 

both within educational institutions and the larger society. By creating avenues for 

open dialogue, schools become catalysts for peacebuilding and social cohesion in 

Nigeria. 

4. Government Policy Enforcement 

Government intervention is critical to ensuring the successful implementation of 

religious inclusiveness in schools. While policies promoting religious tolerance 

exist, enforcement remains inconsistent. The Nigerian government should establish 

clear guidelines on religious inclusiveness in education and ensure strict 

compliance by all educational institutions (Okafor, 2019). Regular monitoring and 

evaluation should be conducted to assess the effectiveness of inclusiveness 

initiatives and address any shortcomings. 

Moreover, government agencies should collaborate with religious organizations to 

develop policies that reflect the diverse nature of Nigerian society. Policymakers 

must recognize that religious inclusiveness in education is not merely a legal 

requirement but a social necessity. By enforcing policies that mandate the inclusion 

of all religious groups in educational settings, authorities can help build a more 

unified and progressive nation 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

Religious inclusiveness in collaborative teaching is crucial for fostering peace and 

unity in Nigeria’s diverse society. By integrating religious inclusiveness into 

education, students develop tolerance, critical thinking, and social harmony. This 

paper recommends: 

1. Strengthened Government Commitment to Inclusive Education: 

Authorities should enforce policies that promote religious tolerance in 

schools. 

2. Comprehensive Teacher Training Programs: Teachers must be equipped 

with tools to navigate religious diversity effectively. 

3. Revised Curriculum to Ensure Balanced Representation: Educational 

materials should fairly include multiple religious perspectives. 

4. Encouragement of Interfaith Programs in Schools: Schools should 

organize interfaith dialogues and activities that enhance mutual respect. 
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