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Abstract

Gender disparities in education remain a critical challenge to national
development in many countries. Religion, as a fundamental social institution, plays
a dual role in either reinforcing or challenging educational inequalities based on
gender. This paper examines the role of religion in promoting gender equity in
education and its impact on national development. It explores religious teachings,
faith-based educational institutions, and the influence of religious leaders in
advocating for inclusive education. The study also identifies challenges posed by
religious misinterpretations and fundamentalist ideologies that hinder gender
equity in education. The paper concludes with recommendations on how religious
institutions and governments can collaborate to ensure gender-inclusive education
for sustainable national development.
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Introduction

Religion plays a significant role in shaping societal values, norms, and policies,
including those related to education and gender equity. Across different cultures,
religious teachings often influence attitudes toward female education, either
promoting or hindering access to learning opportunities. Many religious traditions
emphasize the moral and social benefits of education for both genders, advocating
for knowledge as a means of personal and communal development (UNESCO,
2021). However, in some societies, religious interpretations have been used to
justify gender-based discrimination, limiting educational opportunities for girls and
women. Understanding how religion can be leveraged to address gender disparities
in education is crucial for fostering inclusive national development. The role of
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religion in promoting gender parity in education is evident in various initiatives
undertaken by faith-based organizations and religious leaders. Religious
institutions often serve as agents of social change, advocating equal access to
education through scholarship programs, awareness campaigns, and policy
recommendations (Muwaga et al., 2019). For instance, Islamic and Christian
organizations in different parts of the world have supported girls’ education by
establishing schools, providing mentorship programs, and challenging cultural
norms that discourage female literacy (Nwosu & Chiamogu, 2020). By aligning
religious teachings with principles of equity and social justice, faith-based groups
can significantly contribute to closing the gender gap in education. Ensuring gender
equality in education through religious engagement is essential for national
development, as education is a critical driver of economic growth and social
progress. Educated women contribute to national economies, participate in
governance, and help foster healthier communities (World Bank, 2022). Religious
leaders and institutions, by advocating for inclusive educational policies and
addressing cultural barriers to girls' education, can accelerate progress toward
gender equity and national development (Chisamya et al., 2017). Thus, integrating
religious perspectives into educational policies and development strategies can
create a more inclusive society where both men and women have equal
opportunities to contribute meaningfully to national progress

Concept of Religion

Religion is a system of beliefs, values, and practices centered around the worship
of a higher power or divine entity. It serves as a guiding framework for moral
conduct, social behavior, and cultural identity across different societies (Pals,
2019). Religion often includes rituals, sacred texts, ethical teachings, and
communal worship, shaping individuals' worldview and interactions with others.
Various religious traditions, including Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, and
Buddhism, provide moral codes that influence personal and societal decision-
making (Smart, 2017). Beyond spirituality, religion plays a significant role in
governance, education, and social cohesion, impacting national development and
policy formulation in many parts of the world. Religion also serves as a tool for
social change, addressing societal issues such as poverty, gender inequality, and
conflict resolution (Harrison, 2021). Religious institutions and leaders often
advocate for social justice, promoting peace, education, and humanitarian efforts
(Esposito, Fasching, & Lewis, 2020). However, religion can also be a source of
division when misinterpreted or used for political or ideological purposes. The
intersection of religion with culture and politics makes it a powerful force that can
either promote unity and progress or reinforce divisions and inequalities.
Understanding religion's influence on society is crucial for fostering interfaith
dialogue, tolerance, and sustainable development in diverse communities.

247 CUSTECTHIJOEV2N1


http://custechijoe.org.ng/

CUSTECH INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF EDUCATION, VOL.2, ISSUE 1, JULY 2025

ISSN 1595-1839

Concept of Gender

Gender refers to the social and cultural distinctions associated with being male or
female, as opposed to biological differences determined by sex. It encompasses
roles, behaviors, norms, and expectations that societies attribute to individuals
based on their perceived identity as men or women (Butler, 2019). Unlike sex,
which is biologically determined, gender is a social construct that varies across
cultures, historical periods, and social contexts (Connell & Pearse, 2020). The
concept of gender influences various aspects of life, including education,
employment, leadership, and personal identity, shaping opportunities and
experiences differently for men and women. Gender is also a critical factor in
discussions on equality, rights, and social justice. Gender disparities, often rooted
in patriarchal structures, can lead to unequal access to resources, opportunities, and
decision-making power (Lorber, 2021). Feminist and gender studies scholars
emphasize the need for policies that promote gender equity, ensuring that
individuals are not discriminated against based on socially assigned roles (Oakley,
2018). In contemporary discourse, gender is increasingly recognized as fluid, with
growing awareness of non-binary and transgender identities that challenge
traditional gender classifications. Understanding gender as a dynamic and evolving
concept is essential for fostering inclusivity and equal participation in society.
The Role of Religion in Promoting Gender Equity in Education

Many religious doctrines emphasize the importance of knowledge and education
for all individuals, regardless of gender. For instance, in Islam, the Prophet
Muhammad emphasized the pursuit of knowledge as an obligation for both men
and women (Sikand, 2018). Similarly, Christianity encourages education, with
biblical teachings advocating for wisdom and understanding (Proverbs 4:7). These
religious principles provide a foundation for promoting gender-inclusive education
by reinforcing the moral and spiritual significance of learning. Faith-based
organizations often use these teachings to advocate gender equity in education,
encouraging communities to embrace the schooling of both boys and girls.
Religious leaders and institutions also play a key role in addressing gender
disparities by promoting policies that support equal educational opportunities.
Many faith-based organizations have partnered with governments and international
agencies to run advocacy campaigns, provide scholarships, and establish schools
that cater to both genders (Muwaga et al., 2019). By leveraging their influence,
religious leaders can challenge cultural norms and traditional practices—such as
early child marriage and gender stereotypes—that hinder female education.
Faith-Based Schools and Educational Programs

Religious institutions have historically contributed to education by establishing
schools, colleges, and universities. Many of these institutions focus on providing
education to marginalized groups, including girls who face barriers to schooling. In
many African and Asian countries, faith-based schools have played a pivotal role
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in increasing female literacy rates (Nwosu & Chiamogu, 2020). For example,
Christian missionary schools and Islamic madrasas have provided girls with
opportunities to acquire knowledge, skills, and moral guidance, empowering them
to contribute to society. In addition to formal education, faith-based organizations
conduct programs aimed at increasing awareness of the importance of education.
These programs include mentorship initiatives, vocational training, and literacy
campaigns targeting girls and women in rural and underserved communities
(Olayemi, 2021). Such initiatives contribute to closing the gender gap in education
by equipping women with the knowledge and skills needed to participate in
economic and social development.

Religion as a Tool for Social Change and Gender Empowerment

Beyond providing access to education, religion can serve as a tool for social
transformation by reshaping attitudes towards gender roles. In many societies,
deep-rooted cultural and religious beliefs have been used to justify gender
discrimination in education. However, religious leaders and scholars have
increasingly emphasized interpretations of religious texts that promote gender
justice and equality (Chisamya et al., 2017). This approach encourages
communities to shift their perspectives on female education, viewing it as essential
for family and national progress. Moreover, faith-based organizations engage in
policy advocacy, lobbying for gender-sensitive education reforms. They
collaborate with governments and non-governmental organizations to implement
policies that promote equal access to education for both genders. For instance,
many religious groups have supported the implementation of policies against
gender-based violence and harassment in schools, ensuring safe learning
environments for girls (World Bank, 2022).

Impact on National Development

Gender equality in education is a crucial factor in national development. When both
men and women have equal educational opportunities, societies experience
improved economic growth, reduced poverty, and enhanced social stability
(UNESCO, 2021). Educated women contribute to the labor force, engage in
decision-making, and play key roles in governance and community development.
Additionally, female education has a multiplier effect, as educated mothers are
more likely to invest in their children's education, breaking cycles of poverty and
illiteracy. Religious institutions, by advocating for gender-inclusive education, help
nations achieve their development goals. Countries with higher levels of female
education tend to have better health outcomes, lower child mortality rates, and
stronger economies (World Bank, 2022). By using their moral authority to support
gender equality in education, religious organizations contribute to building more
inclusive and progressive societies.
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Conclusion

Religion has a profound influence on societal values and norms, making it a crucial
factor in addressing gender disparities in education. While some traditional beliefs
have contributed to gender inequalities, religion can also be harnessed as a force
for promoting education for all. Faith-based institutions play a key role in
advocating for gender-inclusive education, providing access to schooling, and
influencing policy reforms. By supporting female education, religious
organizations contribute to national development by empowering women, reducing
poverty, and fostering economic and social progress. Thus, integrating religious
perspectives into gender equity initiatives can be a powerful strategy for achieving
sustainable development.

Challenges to Religion’s Role in Gender-Inclusive Education

Despite the potential of religion to promote gender equality in education, several
challenges persist:

o Religious Extremism and Gender Discrimination: In some regions,
extremist religious groups actively oppose female education. The Taliban’s
restrictions on girls’ education in Afghanistan exemplify how religious
fundamentalism can undermine gender equity in learning (Human Rights
Watch, 2022).

e Cultural Misinterpretation of Religious Texts: Some communities use
religious texts to justify gender-based discrimination, reinforcing traditional
gender roles that limit female educational opportunities (Hassan & Ali,
2020).

e Lack of Resources for Faith-Based Schools: Many religious institutions
lack adequate funding to expand educational opportunities for both genders,
limiting their ability to address gender disparities effectively (Kazeem &
Ige, 2020).

Suggestions
To enhance the role of religion in promoting gender-inclusive education, the
following recommendations are proposed:

1. Religious Leaders as Advocates for Gender Equality: Clerics and religious
scholars should use their platforms to promote gender-balanced education
and challenge harmful cultural practices.

2. Collaboration Between Faith-Based Organizations and Governments:
Policymakers should work with religious institutions to design education
policies that respect cultural values while promoting gender equity.

3. Increased Investment in Faith-Based Schools: Governments and
international organizations should provide financial and infrastructural
support to faith-based schools that prioritize gender-inclusive education.
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4. Reinterpretation of Religious Texts: Theological scholars should engage in
efforts to reinterpret religious texts in ways that support gender equality and
inclusive education.

5. Community Awareness Programs: Religious institutions should conduct
awareness campaigns to educate communities about the importance of
female education for national development.
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